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Thank you for your kind note,1 so like yourself.

J                          J                                                                                    J

Such things encourage me, and help me to do better.
1 never think what I write is good for anything till
other people tell me so, and even then it always seems
to me as if I should never write anything else worth
reading. Ah, how much good we may do each other
by a few friendly words, and the opportunities for them
are so much more frequent than for friendly deeds !
We want people to feel with us more than to *act for
us. Mr. Lewes sends his kind regards to you. He,
too, was very pleased with your letter, for he cares
more about getting approbation for me than for him-
self. He can do very well without it.

On the 8th August they left Tenby, and on 9th
arrived at Richmond "with terrible headache, but-
enjoyed the sense of being 'at home' again." On
the 1 8th, " walked in Kew Park, and talked with
G. of my novel. Finished 'Ce'sar Birotteau ' aloud."
On the 25th August Mr. Lewes set off for Hofwyl,
near Berne, taking his two eldest boys, Charles and
Thornton, to place them at school there. He re-
turned on 4th September, and in his absence George
Eliot had been busy with her article on " Silly
Novels by Lady Novelists." This was finished on
the lath September, and on the ic;th she sent off
the Belles-lettres section for the October number
of the Westminster.

We have now arrived at the period of the new
birth, and, fortunately, in the following memoran-
dum, we have George Eliot's own words as to how
it came about ;

Letter to

Charles

Rwy> f>*

1 About the article on Richl's book, "The Natural History of
German Life,"rwise greatly in love with the
